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The ^’Washington Post and Tines- He raid,” January 14, 1956, 
contained an article stating that the Fund for the Republic had 
announced that it had allocated $250,000 for ”a factual study of the 
influence of Communism, past and present, on all aspects of American 
life,” I I Cornell University, 

was announced as heading a group of scholars who would make the study. 
The study supposedly will cover Communist influence in such fields as 
government, education, religion, labor, the social structure, opinion- 
making groups, mass media, the arts, literature and sciences. The 
group also plans a history of the Communist Party, 

^ According to the article, \ | ossociates in th^ 

study are: Daniel Aaron, Professor of English, Smith College;\ \ 


The Bureau has not investigated and our files contain no 
pertinent identifiable info rmation concerning\ 


Our files reflect the following information cone 
remainder of the group: 
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In 1938, one Daniel Aaron, a faculty member at Harvard 
University, was reported to have suggested that a petition be 
circulated requesting the extension of a teaching contract for a 
teacher alleged to be a Communist Party member. 


A summary memorandum concerning Aaron is attached. 





None, For your information. 
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January 19, 1955 


MEMOEANDUM 


Re : DANima AARON 
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Daniel Aaron has not peen the subject of an 
investigation by this Bureau, However, our files contain 
the following information concerning him, 

Aaron 's I I 



oxose or 


Government 


I who was an associate of 

\ while they were students at Harvard University , class of 
1939, was intervi ewed and pave a signed statement. In that 
signed statement | \stated that during the academic year 

1938 - 1939, faculty members leading classes in American History 
and Literature included Daniel Aar on V \ 
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While laolc of identifying data makes it impossible 
to positively state that the above-mentioned Daniel Aaron is 
identical with the Daniel Aaron now a faculty member at 
Smith Collegef it is believed that these individuals are 
identical* 
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TL© ’*Washlngton Post sM Tiaes-Herald,'* of January l4, 
19?5»coijta4n@d an artloXo stating that the Fond for the Republic 
h&c amioiMoed that it had allocated |250|000 for % factual study 
of the influence of Cnmmmnlgm, naat ttnM fan all nanAnta 

Affiorican life." 


or 


Cornell University^ vaa announced at beading a group of scholars 
who vculd mke the study* The study supposedly vlll cover Ccimunlst 
.influenced* In such fields as governAant, edueationi religion, labor, 
Hhe social structure, oplnioB«iBajclnd groups^ mass media, tha arts, 
i literature and sciences. The group also plana the preparation of 
ia history of tiie Communist Party* 


Icoordiag to the article, 

&tudj will bes Paniel Aaron* Profmsor of English. Smith College! 


Jissociates in 


the 



For your infonsationi there is set out below a bri^T"* ~ 
suafflary of information in our files concerning the above o ^ 
Did-ivlfiaalsi r 
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of the Fund for the Republic, 135 
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today announced the allocation of $230,000 ty the Fund for a Outside the scope 

factual study of the influence of ^omraanism, past and present, on 
all aspects of American life, Ihe study will be conducted by a 
group of scholars under the direction of I I 



Hie Board of Directors of the Fund authorized the study as 
the largest of several projects undertaken by the Fund to obtain a 
clear and comprehensive picture of the effects of Coraniunism on 
America and its citizens. It is hoped that the study will contri- 
bute significantly to a proper understanding of the rule of the 
Communist movement in the United States. 

The study will cover Communist influence in such fields as 
government, education, religion, labor, the social structure, 
opinion-making groups, the mass media, the arts, literature and 
science, A history of the Party is also planned, 

A number of established authorities have already joined 

[ Others arecto come into the study later. Some 
of the specialized tasks they will undertake will require two to 
three years to con^jlete. The present plan is to puolish the find- 
ings in each field as separate volumes, together with one or more 
summary volumes. 
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Authorities uho are already taking part in this study.. 


besides 


include ; 


Daniel Aaron, professor of 


English and director of the American Studies program at Smith College j 



Another major project of The Fund for the Republic dealing 
with Communism in the U. S. is the public-opinion survey directed by 

of the Laboratory of Social Relations 

at Harvard University, of the attitudes of Americans toward 
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Comravinism, conformity and civil liberties, results of this 

sTirvey will be published in book form by Doubleds^ and Compary. 

In addition, the Fund recently completed a project under 
the of the HErvard 

Law School which included the collection on microfilm of the records 
and briefs of 23 important trials involving the issue of Communisraj 
a bibliography of the existing literature dealing with Communism^ 
and a digest of U.S. laws, court decisions, and State statutes, 
relating to the control of Communism. Hie Fund presented copies 
ofl the microfilm collection to the Library of Congress and eight 
other large libraries in different parts of the country. As a 
public service the Fund will also distribute the bibliography and 
digest as important research tools to more than 1,000 U. S. 
libraries and specisdists, 

T'le Fund for the Republic is an independent corporation 
established to promote the principles set forth in the Declaration 
of Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, 



The Fund for the Republic 
1 East Street 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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BACKGROUND MEMORANDUM: 


THE STUDY OF COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN IHE U.S. 


A. How the Study Came About 

One of the first statements made by the Directors of the 
Fund for the Republic after it was organized in early 1953 indicated 
their conviction that a main factor affecting civil liberties in 
this country today is the existence of the Communist and beliefs 
about his influence in this country. The Directors declared that 
they proposed “to undertake research into the extent and nature" of 
domestic Comraxmisra in the hspe of arriving “at a realistic vinder- 
standing of effective procedures for dealing with it," 

Since that statement in Februiiry 1953 the Fund has under- 
taken several related projects which it expects will increase 
America's knowledge and understanding of American Communism, 

These are described below. The Stuciy of Commiinist Influence 
announced today is the most ambitious sponsored ty the F\md, h6 


B, Projects Concerning Communism Undertaken 
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the Fund 


1, A collection on microfilm of the records and briefs of 23 
important triaJs involving Communists and Communism, This pr oject 
has been co mpleted by a committee | ~l 

I of the Harvard L aw School, Other members of | | 

Icommittee were I I 


Sets of the microfilm collection have been 
presented to the Library of Gongrdss amd eight other large libraries 
in different parts of the couhtry (the University of California 
Library at Berkeley, the University of Chicago library, the Harvard 
University Library, the New York Public Library, the Cornell 
University Library, the Mirabeau B, Lamar Library of the University 
of Texas at Austin, the University of Washington Library at Seattle 
and the Florida State University at Tallahassee, 


2, Bibliog raphy on the Communist Problem in the Unite d S tates, 
This is a topicaT listing o^^ books, pimplirets, magazihe articles 
and public documents assembled for the first time in one place. It 
includes listings of accounts of Communist activity among special 
groups, such as youth, and labor, institutions such as government, 
schools and colleges, the chiu’ch and the arts. An index by authors 
is included. This bibliography was done under the direction of 
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I I It is shortly to be distributed to approximately 

1000 libraries and specialists as a public service by the Fund. 

I 3* A, Digest of the Public Record of Communism in the United 

I States. This is a guide to the U.S. laws concerning Communism and 
* to the development of Communism and efforts to deal with it as 
disclosed by the public records. This material includes Federal 
statutes, regulations and decisions. State statutes and decisions, 
and docvunents issued by Federal and State governments. An appendix 
covers legislation of the 83rd Congress up to August 1 9$U. Ibis 
digest, which was also prepared under the direction of | 
and his Committee, is being distributed with the Bibliography. 

I A public-opinion survey of American attitudes toward 

I f communism, conformity and civil liberties. The results of the 
• sirnrey and an analysi s and interpretation of them ^ e now being 
put into book form by I I of the 

Laboratory of Social Relations at Harvaurd University, who directed 
this project. The book will be published by Doubleday and Co. (A 
copy of the January $ nress release dealing with this survey is 
available . ) 



Daniel Aaron (Subject; Communism and American Literature ) 
is professor of English and director of the American studies 
program at Smith College. He is the author of “Men of Good Hope” 
and several other books. 







D. The Fund for the Republic 

The Fund for the Republic was established as an independent 
corporation by the Ford Foxindation, with an appropriation of 
$15,000,000 "to sppport activities directed toward the elimination 
of restrictions of thought, inquiry and expression in the United 
States, and the development of policies and procedures best adapted 
to protect these rights," 

The Fund, which began operations in early 1953, has no con- 
nection witti the Ford Foundation today. 

The Fund regards its sphere of operation as comprising all 
questions of civil liberties and racial and religious discrim- 
ation in the United States, It takes as its basic charter the 
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights . 

Among the Fund's current and immediate concerns are the 
problems involved in restrictions and assatilts upon academic 
freedom, the principles of due process and equal protection under 
the laws, the protection of the ri.ghts of minorities, the activities 
of private groups in censorship, boycotting and blacklisting and the 
principle of guilt by association and its application in the United 
States today. 
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